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The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1,2,4-7 and 9-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Corrente (USPN 4546566). The Corrente reference discloses a fishing 
pole support having a support plate (2), a first arm (16, 20) and a second arm (18, 22). 
In regard to claims 2, 6 and 1 1 , see figure 7. In regard to claims 4 and 7, the support 
can be integrally molded as disclosed in columns 3 and 4, the bridging paragraph. 

Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Corrente 
in view of Rocka (USPN 3653144). Although the Corrente reference does not disclose 
that the parts of the fishing rod support are "releasably coupled", it does state that it may 
be an assembly of multiple parts (see column 3, lines 63-65). In any event, attention is 
directed to the Rocka reference which discloses another fishing rod holder wherein the 
parts may be attached together by screws or any other suitable fasteners or integrally 
molded (see column 2, lines 38-53). To make the parts of the Corrente device 
separately and attached them together with screws in lieu of integrally molded the 
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support as a one-piece unit would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
especially in view of the Rocha reference which clearly teaches that each of these well 
known manufacturing techniques would work equally well to build the Corrente device. 

Claims 1,2 and 4-7 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Simko (USPN 4848021). The Simko reference discloses a fishing rod 
support having support plate 1, first arm 2 and second arm 3. In regard to claims 4 and 
7, see columns 3 and 4, the bridging paragraph. 

Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Simko in 
view of Rocha. In light of column 4, lines 34-41 of the Simko reference and column 2, 
lines 38-52 of the Rocha reference as discussed above, it would have been obvious to 
make the parts of the Simko device separately and have them "releasably coupled" 
together such as with screws. Again, in so doing would amount to mere substitution of 
one well known manufacturing technique for another. 

Claims 1-3, 5, 6 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Laehr (USPN 2301885). The Laehr reference discloses a fishing rod holder having 
support plate (9), first arm (15,17) and second arm (16, 18). In regard to claims 2 and 6, 
depending on the angle of the first and second arms with respect to the support plate, 
the reel can be located on either end of the first and second arms. In regard to clam 3, 
the arms are releasably couple to the support plate via wing nut (19). 

Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Laehr in 
view of Rocka. To manufacture the Laehr holder of any suitable material such as plastic 
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would have be obvious in view of the explicit teachings of Rocha that such device can 
be made of various materials using many different manufacturing techniques. 

Claims 10 and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Barringer (USPN 2709544) in view of Laehr. The Barringer reference discloses a 
fishing rod holder mounted to a user's waist. Although the rod (70) differs in structure 
from that claimed, attention is directed to the Laehr rod holder, which is similar to that 
claimed. As disclosed on page 2, lines 5-12, the Laehr holder is quick and easy to use. 
Thus, to employ a rod holder such as that disclosed by Laehr on the Barringer device 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art in order for to the user to 
mount a fishing rod therein in a much quicker and easier manner. 

Claims 1,2,5,6,8 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Gregory (USPN 2399435). The Gregory fishing rod holder includes support plate (7), 
first arm (10,11) and second arm (10, 12). In regard to claim 8, the arms are made of 
"wire". 

Claims 4 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Gregory in view of Simko or Rocka. To integrally mold the Gregory device of plastic 
would have been obvious especially in view of the teachings of Simko or Rocka as 
discussed supra. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. USPNs 4896806 and 5247759. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Henry J. Recla 
whose telephone number is 571-272-4386. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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